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SAPOE Membership for Local Authorities 2026–27

Why join SAPOE?
The Scottish Advisory Panel for Outdoor Education (SAPOE) is Scotland’s national member-led forum for outdoor learning. Membership gives local authorities a stronger voice, access to trusted expertise, and practical support to improve safe, high-quality outdoor learning for children and young people.

· Influence national policy and guidance
· Access professional learning and peer support
· Use Going Out There, Scotland’s national guidance for off-site visits
· Share effective practice with authorities across Scotland

Why it matters
SAPOE helps shape national improvement work, supports consistent practice, and gives members early insight into developments affecting outdoor learning. It also maintains Going Out There, helping authorities support off-site learning with confidence.
With members across most of Scotland’s local authority areas, SAPOE offers a strong national network for collaboration, shared learning and representation.

Members skills and experiences
When considering the nomination of a member of staff to be the SAPOE representative, local authorities could consider someone with capacity and influence to support outdoor learning.  Some or all the following skills would be beneficial.

Education - including experience with young people in a learning setting or the community and with a good working knowledge of current education and well-being policies. ￼
 
Health and Safety - for example the IOSH Managing Safely or NEBOSH award to ensure a good broad understanding of safety matters relating to outdoor activity and offsite visits.
 
National Governing Body Awards - in relation to outdoor activities e.g Mountain Biking, paddlesports for the ability to support staff in planning and delivering adventure activities.
 
It is recognised that a single member of staff may not have all these areas of experience and so local authorities are invited to have two nominated representatives to allow for sharing of the time commitment and to bring different expertise and value to the organisation.

Commitment
A manageable commitment of four meetings a year, with optional working group involvement. Authorities can nominate up to two representatives.

Cost
£600 per local authority for 2026/27, covering up to two nominated members. A modest investment for national representation, expert guidance and professional learning.

Find out more
Contact: Ali Dreyer, SAPOE Lead Officer | 07585 508083 | officer@sapoe.org.uk
image.jpg




