UKCA Statement:
2025 has been a landmark year for the UKCA. We successfully rolled out and delivered both the GGL and GGLT qualifications, welcomed new instructors into the framework, and saw a continued increase in professional guides operating under UKCA standards. Recreational courses are also experiencing steady growth, and with that momentum comes further development across the association. Our three-day symposium was a huge success — bringing together industry professionals for canyoning, workshops, and meaningful connection.
Crucially, this growth is not just about numbers. It is about ensuring the implementation of clear standards and the development of the requisite skills needed to operate safely and professionally within canyoning, gorge scrambling, and ghyll scrambling. UKCA is actively engaged in ongoing conversations around how we become the formally recognised association for our sector — providing structure, accountability, and nationally understood benchmarks for competence.

Looking ahead, 2026 will see the formalisation of the committee structure and the launch of paid membership, enabling UKCA to deliver structured CPD and maintain the highest professional standards. We are also committed to supporting and developing new training venues across the UK, while creating a clearer and more actionable pathway for aspiring Trainers. Canyoning as a whole is growing rapidly, and the demand for formal training has never been more evident — and UKCA intends to be at the forefront of shaping that future.
