[image: New Logo]Scottish Advisory Panel for Outdoor Education
National members’ meeting  


Date: 13th November 2025, 9.00-10.00
Venue: in-person. Part of the SAPOE & SCIS Conference. Comrie Croft. 

	Attendees

	Neil Wightwick - Glasgow City Council; Richard Cooke – Scouts Scotland / YouthLink; Gavin Mackenzie – University of Edinburgh; Chris Jex – Orkney Islands Council; Willie White – East Ayrshire Council; Carolyn McFarlane – Inspiring Scotland Thrive Outdoors; Pete Richardson – Shetland Islands Council
Rachel Luxton Lendrick Muir, SU Scotland; John Jackson – Falkirk Council; Michael Hunt – Falkirk Council; Martyn Pegg – East Lothian Council; Iain Richardson - West Lothian Leisure; Cliff Smith – The City of Edinburgh Council; Gordon Smith - Scottish Borders Council; Liz Brooks - East Lothian Council; Gordon Smith – Scottish Borders; Andrew Bradshaw – The City of Edinburgh Council; Bill Stephen – Midlothian Council; Ali Dreyer (SAPOE Officer), and Nick March (AHOEC). 


	Apologies

	Natalie White – Argyll & Bute Council;
Alan Smith - East Dunbartonshire Council; and 
Tim Pickering – CnES / SAPOE Chair.




	
	Notes & Actions

	Item
	Notes
	Actions

	Welcome & apologies
	Gordon Smith (Vice-Chair). Included apologies and a welcome to new persons. 

	N/A

	Apologies
	Natalie White – Argyll & Bute Council;
Alan Smith - East Dunbartonshire Council; and 
Tim Pickering – CnES / SAPOE Chair.

	N/A

	Minutes and matters arising from the previous meeting. 

	Meeting approved.  
	N/A. 

	Treasurer’s update – 
Iain Richardson

	£20,471.34 monies available. 
18 LAs paid up (last year – 20). 4 expected to sign-up shortly. 

	N/A

	Lead Officer update – 
Ali Dreyer

	This year’s members’ survey will be circulated shortly. Expected to be end of November and take between 30 – 60 mins. 
 
Last year included questions about the strategy and workstreams. 

Survey is useful and valued. For example, it informed the annual report which included a consideration of members’ responses. Also included achievements. 
	AD – circulate the 2025 Members’ survey c. end of November. 

ALL – complete the annual survey.

	Scottish Outdoor Learning Strategic Working Group (SOLSWG)

Neil Wightwick

	NW covered the purpose of SOLSWG. The process has involved wide consultation. The aim was to collect draft recommendations for the Minister. Included schools and community outdoor learning. 

Currently a pause regarding final recommendations. Expected to be released shortly. 

SOLSWG work reflects the prominent discussions and development work at the national level. 

Aligns to current wider curriculum development work. 

The need for career-long professional learning (CLPL) was identified in recent wider consultation events. 

All agreed it is good to see outdoor learning with such prominence at the national scale. 
	SAPOE Exec – 
Circulate SOLSWG recommendations to the membership. 

	Collective Knowledge Project

Neil Wightwick

	Collaborative project, which includes University of Highlands and the Islands. Proposed to collect evidence about incidents. Looking to include partners and using in-depth anonymised data to support learning, including information about UK-wide incidents. 

Data will be open-sourced and anonymised. 

Will support a nation-wide data picture.

Project designed to cater for a range of organisations of different sizes. Important to reach a reflective sample. 

Deadline to sign-up: 19 December. Currently have 38 partners, but aim is to reach 100 partners. 

	AD – re-circulate information. Include SCIS.

ALL – consider request and if appropriate; sign-up. 

	The Residential Bill

Nick March
AHOEC Scotland Chair
	All amendments needed to be lodged recently. Deadline has passed. Available online. 

Committee meeting is next Wednesday (19th November). 

	Schools (Residential Outdoor Education) (Scotland) Bill | Scottish Parliament Website

	AOB
	None
	





	Notes & Actions

	Completed. 
	N/A
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