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50 Years of Scottish Advisory Panel for Outdoor Education – Highlights
1970’s		In the Beginning.....
1973		Outdoor Education advisers are already working in some council areas.
1975		New local government system of 12 regional councils is introduced. Advisers in 		outdoor education were appointed for each region.
1975/76	The Scottish Advisers Outdoor Education Panel was established.
1975-79	The panel created a local authority training scheme for climbing.
1979		The panel published the “About” series of books including About Feathers, 			About the Dipper and About the Hedgehog.
1980’s		Focus on networking and sharing good practice
1989		Sharing good practice included implementing recommendations published in 		“Safety in Outdoor Education" following the 1985 Land’s End and 1988 Alpine 		tragedies.
1990’s		A lot going on.....
1991		Made a case to GTCS for a teaching qualification in outdoor education
Early 1990’s	Funded and wrote “Trail and Off-Road Cycling – Guidance for Leading” 			published by SportScotland.
1994-95	Heavily involved with dialogue and feedback on the proposed Activity Centre			(Young Persons Act) 1995.
1995		Wrote to “shadow councils” ahead of the 1996 local government reorganisation 		identifying impacts on members and future working arrangements. 	
1997		SMBLA launched with first tutor course at Dounan’s supported by Jim Riach, 			John Cheeseman, Greg Knowles, Drew Michie, Bren ... and others.
Supported the publication “A Guide for Outdoor Educators in Scotland”  edited 	by Pete Higgins, Chris Loynes and Neville Crowther.




1998		Agenda Topics from a SAPOE meeting.  Recognise any of these?
£20 membership fee
2 members per local authority discussed but not agreed.
A combined approach to approving outdoor centres and a formal request from Shetland for SAPOE to inspect their centre. 

2000’s		SAPOE continue to support and develop local authority outdoor learning 
2003-04	SAPOE members are involved in writing Scottish Governments guidance to local 		authorities Health and Safety on Educational Excursions (HASEE).

2004	Since 2004 SAPOE have been the only full member of the National Access Forum representing educational interests and supporting the development and implementation of the Outdoor Access Code.  The representative member for many of those years was Jonathan Kitching.

2007	SAPOE is represented on Outdoor Connections, a 2-year ministerial review and advisory group, chaired by David Cameron.  Learning Teaching Scotland	published the findings called Taking Learning Outdoors Partnerships for Excellence.

2008-2020	SAPOE responded to many consultations on the future of licensing 	commissioned by HSE, SAAF, AAA, Option 3 working group and Scottish Government.

2010’s		Curriculum for Excellence signalled a new dawn for outdoor learning?
[bookmark: _Int_mc4ZkeBe]2010	An early version of a SAPOE website.  The guestbook has one entry “Great site buddy”
Curriculum for Excellence through Outdoor Learning published by Learning and Teaching Scotland paved the way for much of the SAPOE focus for the next 15 years.

2011 	SAPOE Collaborated with OEAP to create a Scottish Education Visits 	Coordinator training and rolled out across Scottish schools to standardise safe practice.  Much of the work was done over 2 days at a re-purposed hotel at Ardlui.  This was run as an outdoor centre by West Dunbartonshire council under the helm of John Hamilton.

2013	Going Out There goes live March 2013.  Scottish Framework for Safe Practice in Off-site Visits developed in partnership with Scottish Government, Education Scotland, HSE and ADES.
   
2013 	SAPOE participate in a technical review of the British Standard 8848:2014 the British Standard for organising and managing visits, fieldwork, expeditions, and adventurous activities that take place outside the United Kingdom
2015	The SAPOE Constitution is amended to recognise the changing face of outdoor learning and invite local authorities to nominate 2 representatives to the panel.  The aim is to have representation from technical activity experts as well as from colleagues with a broader outdoor learning remit. 

2016 	SAPOE membership of Scottish Government Vision 2030+ and the Vision 2030+ action plan working group.

2017	SAPOE wrote the Scottish Curriculum context resources for the OEAP Outdoor Learning Cards

2018 	Having become a Learning Away consortium member in 2015, representing Scottish education https://www.learningaway.org.uk, in 2018 SAPOE wrote the Scottish curriculum into ‘Brilliant Residentials’ training https://www.learningaway.org.uk/cpd/online-learning/

2020’s		Begins with Covid times and continues....
2020	SAPOE developed two online courses Teaching Learning Outdoors (September 2020) and Supporting Learning Outdoors (October 2020) to support teachers and staff to deliver curriculum learning outdoors based on the Outdoor Teacher training days developed with Education Scotland in 2015.

Outdoor Education Centres – Fit for the Future.  Guidance commissioned and published August 2020.

2023	SAPOE appoint a Chief Executive Officer.  The Curriculum Beyond the Classroom 5-year strategy is launched (December 2023).

2024	A Lead Officer is appointed, working 2 days a week, to take forward strategy work streams and provide administration support for the organisation.

2025	SAPOE continue to contribute to key initiatives including Scottish Governments Strategic Working Group and Education Scotland’s Curriculum Improvement Cycle.


The Future...
Supporting and informing members and local authorities and sharing good practice continue to be key aims of the panel network.
A key feature of SAPOE is its networking capability.  It is consulted regularly on matters of national significance in outdoor learning and is well represented on a large number of National Committees and Organisations.
The mission is to connect and collaborate with partners to lead, develop and influence outdoor learning policy – for the benefit of all in Scotland.  		
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