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Scottish Natural Heritage 

     Scottish access rights 

 

• Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003: 

     rights of responsible access to 

     most land and inland water 

 

• Recreational, educational and  

     commercial 

 

• Non-motorised activities 

 

• Scottish Outdoor Access Code - responsible 

     behaviour by the public and land managers 

 

• Basis for promoting participation 
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 Key duties:  

 
• Local authorities uphold access rights 

 

• SNH and local authorities publicise Code 

 

• SNH promotes understanding of Code – with 

advice from National Access Forum 
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 Promoting the Code 

 
• Key users and land 

managers 

 

• Targeted campaigns - dogs, 

    camping 

 

• More use of digital/ 

    social media approaches 
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     SNH education resources 

• Activity guides 

     (8-12  and 12-14 yrs) 

 

• Photo & story cards 

 

• Crack the Code dial 

 

• Countryside calendar 

 

https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/act-and-access-

code/education-resources 
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     Other SOAC promotion for 

     young people 

• John Muir Award and DofE resources  

 

 

• Scouts Outdoor Challenge Award, 

     Pony Club Countryside Access badge 

 

 

• Code messages in various sectoral 

     engagement initiatives 
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    Co-designing new Code 

    resources for young people 

 
• Target ages 14-18 yrs 

 

• Enabling approach 

 

• Scoping workshop 

 

• Online questionnaire 

 

• Follow-up workshop to refine messages 

     and design resources 
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Messages – attitudes to the 

Code among young people 

 
• Good intuitive understanding of 

     key principles -  detail less clear  

 

• Perceived rural focus 

 

• Perceived health & safety focus 

 

• Dogs/livestock, dog poo, camping, shared use 

 

• Some preference for Instagram/information videos but other 

communication channels OK too. 
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First tranche of videos due March-April 



Scottish Natural Heritage 

 

 

How can we work together to 

promote the Code? 
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