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“If everyone in this world 
[had the same ecological 
footprint as those in 
Scotland] we would need 
three planets to survive”  

“In our advisory role to the Scottish Government we have 
identified a number of recommendation for Ministers and 
education bodies to ensure that the work [of this group] provides 
an effective platform for further action through to the realisation 
of the SDGs by 2030”.  

“In addition to sustainable 
development education and global 
citizenship, we have placed equal 
emphasis on outdoor learning” 



“What is learning for sustainability? 

Learning for sustainability (LfS) is an approach to life and learning which enables learners, educators, schools and their wider communities 

to build a socially-just, sustainable and equitable society. An effective whole school and community approach to LfS weaves together global 

citizenship, sustainable development education and outdoor learning to create coherent, rewarding and transformative learning 

experiences.  

LfS is an entitlement for all learners within Curriculum for Excellence. LfS is embedded within the General Teaching Council of Scotland 

Professional Standards for practitioners and permeates How good is our school? [Fourth edition]. The United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals are central to Scotland’s national vision and are at the heart of the Scottish Government’s National Performance 

Framework.” 

Learning for Sustainability Summary Page, Education Scotland’s National Improvement Hub 

 

 

What is Learning for Sustainability? 



The clue is in the name 
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Maths 
Languages 
Science 
Expressive Arts 
Health and Wellbeing 
Technology 
Social Studies  
Religious and Moral Education  
Sustainability  



What is sustainability? 



4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to 
promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education for 
sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, 
promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and 
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable 
development  
 
 

Sustainable 
Development Education 

Global Citizenship Outdoor Learning 



1.It will significantly contribute towards the attainment of the 
curriculum’s four capacities (educational benefit). 

2.It will create a generation of individuals well equipped to 
deliver the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (delivers 
towards vital global objectives).  

 

Why should you care? (narrative) 



Action Planning 



Where does SAPOE fit in? 

• Continue to provide advice and support in relation to 
outdoor learning. 

• In doing so support the delivery of the 2030+ action plan 
o Professional development 
o Influencing and supporting strategic decision makers 
o Supporting and influencing the development of 

learning estates so they can facilitate outdoor 
learning.  

 


