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This report summarises John Muir Award activity with Scottish schools during the academic year 2016-2017. 
It is updated and made available on an annual basis.  
 

The John Muir Award is used to help deliver Curriculum for Excellence outcomes, close the poverty-related 
attainment gap, and demonstrate Learning for Sustainability in action. It involves pupils taking responsibility 
for nature (in school grounds and communities), helps establish aspirations for healthy behaviour, and 
improves wellbeing in line with Scottish Government SHANARRI indicators. Such activity helps foster a culture 
of achievement in schools – building essential skills for life, learning and work.  
 

During 2016-2017: 

 441 schools were involved in delivering the John Muir Award in Scotland (this includes 41% of  
 Secondary Schools, 13% of Primary Schools and 5% of Special Schools) 

 16,554 Awards were achieved by pupils and staff  (4% increase on 2015-16) 

 2,700 Awards (16%) were achieved by pupils who experience some form of disadvantage  
A summary of activity per Local Authority area can be found overleaf. 
 

Education capacity and context   
The John Muir Award team has maintained 3 full time equivalent staff members focused on education in 
Scotland, including dedicated posts with the Cairngorms National Park Authority and Loch Lomond & The 
Trossachs National Park. The John Muir Trust welcomed a new fully funded partnership with East Ayrshire 
Council in 2017 focused on closing the poverty-related attainment gap by increasing outdoor learning. The 
delivery of the John Muir Award in schools is well supported by a range of partners (such as countryside 
ranger services, outdoor centres, and voluntary sector organisations).  The John Muir Trust continues to seek 
key strategic partners in the education sector to manage the increased uptake in Award activity. 
 
During the academic year we welcomed the Scottish Government/Education Scotland Learning for 
Sustainability Vision 2030+ which detailed the progress of Learning for Sustainability in Scotland; we have 
taken an active lead role in campaigning for this policy context to have more prominence.   The John Muir 
Trust is a partner of the Learning Away consortium and supported the launch of the #BrilliantResidentials 
campaign in 2017. In 2016-17 26% of Award activity with schools involved a residential element.   We have 
supported the Learning in Greenspaces project and continue to promote, support and showcase good 
practice in Citizen Science.   We have created a Literacy and Nature Resource Guide to highlight how nature 
and the outdoors can inspire and support literacy skills, an important foundation for attainment (see link 
below).   
 
Training 
John Muir Award training is not essential for its delivery – however, people develop skills and confidence 
from attending courses.  During 2016-2017, 342 people participated in 19 John Muir Award training events 
across Scotland - including 196 teaching staff.   
 

Education Resources  
The following resources have supported schools’ John Muir Award activity during 2015-2016. 

 John Muir Award on the National Improvement Hub and in Yammer – Glow login details required.   

  Literacy and Nature Resource Guide - includes literacy resources for all ages with a natural theme or 
        specially adapted for the outdoors, along with Award-specific resources and examples. 

 Scotland Education Overview: Resources & links and the John Muir Award – signposts  John Muir 
 Award documents relevant to Scotland’s education landscape, including teaching practices and pupil  
 outcomes, inclusion, attainment, health and wellbeing, employment, and Learning for Sustainability.   

 Curriculum for Excellence and the John Muir Award 

 Learning for Sustainability in Scotland: a work in progress  - gives a response to the ‘Vision 2030+’  
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 Education Scotland/ Scottish Government report.  

 Are children and young people really disconnected from nature? John Muir Award Manager Rob Bushby 
considers whether the headlines match the reality on the ground.  

 Beyond the numbers To see how people, schools and other organisations use the John Muir Award, see 
the ‘In Action’ and ‘Latest News’ pages of our website.  New Case Studies include: Bonhill Primary 
School. 

 
Breakdown of John Muir Award per Local Authority Area: 

Local authority area Number 
of 
schools 
involved 

Total 
number of 
Awards 

Inclusion 
Awards* 

Awards 
with 
residential 
experiences 

Training/ 
events  courses 
delivered 

Totals                                441 

 (445 
2015-16) 

16,554 

(15,858 
2015-16) 

2,700 

 (3,362  
2015-16) 

4,445 

 (4,681 
2015-16) 

 

1. Aberdeen 6 675 69 370 1** 

2. Aberdeenshire 28 715 71 108 ** 

3. Angus 6 141 8 120 ** 

4. Argyll & Bute 11 192 46 36 ** 

5. Ayrshire East 10 382 61 11 2 

6. Ayrshire North 24 791 246 536  

7. Ayrshire South 27 751 18 617  

8. Clackmannanshire 3 240 40 24 ** 

9. Dumfries & Galloway 3 86 45 79  

10. Dunbartonshire East 6 393 23 126  

11. Dunbartonshire West 10 231 81 43 3** 

12. Dundee 7 67 40 22  

13. Edinburgh 32 1269 122 437 3 

14. Falkirk 19 710 132 145  

15. Fife 34 1479 224 627  

16. Glasgow 30 2069 504 300 4 

17. Highland 33 904 94 169 1 

18. Inverclyde 1 5 5 0  

19. Lanarkshire North 12 528 151 76  

20. Lanarkshire South 15 641 124 77  

21. Lothian East 22 989 128 0  

22. Lothian West 6 168 58 39  

23. Midlothian 6 352 59 54  

24. Moray 18 546 102 0 ** 

25. Na h-Eileanan Siar NA NA NA NA  

26. Orkney 1 10 1 0  

27. Perth & Kinross 13 494 44 85 1** 

28. Renfrewshire  8 243 69 24  

29. Renfrewshire East 14 535 56 177 1 

30. Scottish Borders 15 339 34 45 2 

31. Shetland  6 208 8 0  

32. Stirling 15 401 37 98 ** 

* Inclusion figures are calculated by the % of children and young people receiving free school meals and also include activity in special 
schools and alternative access to curriculum programmes 
** training/ events delivered in partnership with National Parks.   

 

Key Partners and Funders in Scotland 
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