Real World Learning Partnership Scotland 
Meeting Tuesday 23 June 2015 at RSPB HQ

Minutes

1. Introductions and Apologies
Attending: Alison Motion – GfL (chair), Rob Bushby – JMT, Daniel Moncrieff - FSC, Judy Paul – RSPB (minutes),  Elana Bader – RSPB, Rea Cris – RSPB, Katrina Barclay – RHET, Ian Robertson - Countryside Learning Scotland, Bonnie Maggio – FC OWLS
Apologies: Marguerite Hunter-Blair - Play Scotland, Donald Gray – University of Aberdeen, Rachel Hay - Royal Geographical Soc, Juliet Robertson – Creative Star (freelance), Brian Morrell – WWT Dumfries, Julie Wilson – KSB, Sally York – Forestry Commission, Penny Martin – Environment & Forestry (ENFOR) Outdoor Learning Project Officer, Alison Cush - Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park,  Anthony Hutcheson, Education Scotland

2. Matters arising

Noted that membership for the group had changed and some organisations no longer represented e.g. Rachel Hay is leaving RGSS, SWT have not attended for some time.
3. Discussion on developments in relation to Outdoor Learning

Alison reported back on LfS working group and implementation group.  
A summary of the identities and purpose of the two groups. Alison explained background for those that had not been part of previous conversations.
Progress to date on designing schools with outdoors in mind and teaching standards established. Still work to be done and Anthony Hutcheson (ES) is helping to address this.

Action: Samantha MacDonald from Architecture and Design Scotland to be invited to next meeting re 2016 year of Architecture and Design 2016 and linking to landscape architecture e.g. schools grounds.
Bonnie noted that Penny Martin is developing  a national directory of outdoor learning with the N4 partners (FC, SEPA, Botanics, National parks)
Rob presented draft actions for OL in Scotland which define differences, sets out a stance on OL in Scotland and promotes the learning for sustainability agenda - see draft sent by RB and link to blog ‘Is Outdoor Learning in Scotland Blossoming?’  http://www.jmt.org/assets/outdoor%20learning%20in%20scotland.pdf 
Key points from discussion:

· Rob has made a start on outlining what RWLP organisations contribute to the 5 focus areas of LfS recommendations:  Learners, Practitioners and Leaders, a Whole School Approach, School Grounds, and a Strategic National Approach.
· Teachers do not fully understand their duty to deliver on entitlement for every child to outdoor learning

· Recommendations not being communicated to teachers clearly

· RWL to provide a persuasive argument for interpreting actions for recommendations

· Anthony Hutcheson is supporting this at Education Scotland

All agreed we should support this. 

Action: RB will (has already) put out action points for contributions. 

Action: EB to put Rob’s blog on RSPB website

c) NNOL news – no further progress till new DO starts.
d) Outdoor Learning Development Officer – the replacement for Fiona Cruickshanks will start on 18/8/15 
e) Senior Education Officer Links – This had varied success, mainly around the clarity of the brief and the understanding of both the SEOs and the project partners. 

Though not all projects  worked out well, and some did not make contact at all, it was agreed that this was a valuable exercise and this will be revisited in autumn. Recommendations to Education Scotland from group:

· 8 – 10 representatives in different curricular areas good
· Ask one to represent senior EOs on RWLP group 

· RWLP would like to have a discussion about who they will work with rather than them be allocated by ES
· Need to clarify outcomes – Rob suggested EOs are the leads on this

      Action: seek representation from senior EOs on RWL group.  AM to action key points.
4. Three main things for RWL to focus on
The group will revisit aims and focus, promote evidence base for outdoor learning, undertake a mapping exercise of provision and fit for policy/research.
Great progress has already made by RWLP in getting outdoor learning on to the education agenda, now on government agenda. The aim should now be to raise the profile and ensure action on recommendations. 
Discussed the role of the parliamentary officer in the group – to spot opportunities and feed into what is going on and relevant in parliament. Rea suggested we initiate a debate on education for sustainability in parliament. Also suggested getting involved in Scottish Environmental Link.

Further discussion around working with trainee teachers and risk averse nature of current practice. Agreed that a mapping exercise of work with teacher training would be valuable.  

The group agreed on 3 priority areas:

1 Promoting a wider definition of Outdoor Learning to include cultural issues
2 Raising our profile in parliament and with policy makers (also agreed to put more emphasis on OL in teacher training)
3 Do some myth busting around H&S and risk

Action: Rob circulating action points and a mapping exercise for profile raising / actioning recommendations with group backing 

Action: RWL group to draft a piece for Scottish Environment Link   
Action: mapping of work with teacher training institutions to be carried out 
5. Update on current work from member organisations
GfL – Nurturing Nature project, pilot on foster care and getting children outdoors shows more risk averse is currently seeking funding; risk-benefit assessments will be online soon; in discussion with Stirling University about Masters level credits for teachers linked to training with GfL; Polli: Nation project currently recruiting schools to create places for pollinators.
FSC – finished stage 2 of developing Millport, 30% more learners coming, building work at Kindrogan completed; doing a lot of teacher training; noted that 2016 is the Year of Fieldwork and hope we can all work together to promote this at parliamentary/policy  level (link to FSC discussion at last meeting on incongruence on fieldwork guidance between ES and SQA)
FC – Bonnie standing in for Sally today. OWL Scotland launched this year replacing FEI. The launch events have been taking place across Scotland with more in the pipeline see www.owlscotland.org  
RSPB – new education strategy launched, more outreach work with schools to reflect need to engage with people where they are and on their doorstep.

JMT –partnership with Loch Lomond and the Trossachs; How Good is our 3rd Sector – JMT showcased; involved with the development of the greater London national park; It’s Our World arts project – art as a connection to place.

RHET – study of school visits undertaken to look at the behaviour of teachers where these visits are growing and where they are in decline; have a GTCS accredited course in Grampian; food ambassadors programme; RHS trialled career speed dating this year very successfully; working on STEM events.
CLS – broadening education work with different industries in countryside; looking for partnership opportunities as CLS very small; contributing to OL strategy with Dundee; supporting teachers on educational programmes around traditional land use in Dundee.

6. Date of next meeting: September date and venue tbc

