Scottish Real World Learning Scotland Network: meeting notes

Tuesday 27th August 2013

Royal Highland Educational Trust, Edinburgh
Attending:, Sally York, Fiona McGill, Andrew Fairbairn, Alastair Seaman, Rob Bushby, Alison Motion, Debbie Willett, Rebekah Stackhouse, Jules Harrison

Apologies: Willie White, Martyn Jamieson, Elana Bader, Joyce Gilbert, Juliet Roberton
Thanks to Alison and RHET for hosting

	Update and Discussion – Education Scotland developments in relation to Outdoor Learning

	Background 
The Learning for Sustainability Report - the report of the One Planet Schools Working Group – was welcomed in March by Scottish Ministers who accepted all 31 recommendations, almost all in full. Top line recommendations:
1
All learners should have an entitlement to learning for sustainability.

2
In line with the new GTCS Professional Standards, every practitioner, school and education 
leader should demonstrate learning for sustainability in their practice.
3
Every school should have a whole school approach to learning for sustainability that is robust, demonstrable, evaluated and supported by leadership at all levels.
4
All school buildings, grounds and policies should support learning for sustainability.

5
A strategic national approach to supporting learning for sustainability should be established.

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/ACE/OnePlanetSchools
Over the summer the 2 dedicated Outdoor Learning posts within Education Scotland – held by Julie Wilson and Alison Hammerton – came to an end. 

A Sunday Times article by Prof Pete Higgins on 2 June highlighting that ‘Despite political support, the lack of a consistent understanding of outdoor learning and its benefits by education authorities and teachers continues to limit opportunities for quality [learning] experiences.’  The Real World Learning Network responded with a published letter, supporting this stance. A further letter was sent to Education Scotland CEO Bill Maxwell, asking for clarity on
-
the strategic actions and timescales that will be taken to implement Learning for Sustainability recommendations

-
how best to establish an understanding of what constitutes good quality outdoor learning, including a baseline audit of what currently exists 

-
the extent to which Senior Education Officers will require/be able access support and advice on high quality evidence-based outdoor learning. This is an area in which Real World Learning partners have considerable expertise and would be willing to assist.
In June, Education Scotland confirmed that Outdoor Learning would feature in the remit of all 12 Senior Education Officers, with SEO Suzanne Hargreaves taking a strategic lead role. A 23 month secondee, Fiona Cruickshanks, was also appointed as Development Officer to coordinate the activities of the SEOs and have a key role in building further the networks already in place.
A meeting was convened for 23 August for SEOs and other Ed Scotland staff to meet with representatives from across Outdoor Learning. The purpose of this meeting was to develop relationships and share thoughts on direction, planning and further actions.
23 August Education Scotland meeting

7 people from RWL attended – Rob Bushby, Alison Motion, Alastair Seaman, Sally York, Debbie Willett, Donald Gray, Rebekah Stackhouse.

Points arising from Bill Maxwell and Graham Norris (Assistant Director - School Years: curriculum, learning and teaching):
There is a wish to find out more about ‘best practice’ in relation to Outdoor Learning, and explore how to mainstream this.

From Graham Norris presentation:

There is a shift from a ‘secondment’ approach, with a ‘champion’ for OL within Ed Scotland, to one which is more integrated into its infrastructure and has more capacity.

There is clear intent to deliver world class OL. How?

· Use what we know to drive what we do

· Focus on what makes a difference, has a positive impact

· Challenge assumptions

· Inspire and release those who can make a difference

· Promote positive change

Inputs from Rob Bushby and Pete Higgins looked at different aspects of OL, including a creative-writing example (to contrast with traditional OL perceptions), values in education, range and scope of OL. 
Rob finished with the point that we have the reports and recommendations, and there is plenty of rhetoric – the key thing is to turn this into something coherent and substantial.
Pete highlighted, as major issues/challenges:

· Definitional confusion

· ‘Postcode lottery’ and mixed economy in relation to OL provision

· Teacher training and qualification

· In-service provision

· The nature of support for OL from Ed Scotland

· The role of 3rd sector organisations

· The role of inspection

· Our international reputation

· ‘There remains no national policy, no statutory requirements, no regulatory mechanisms, no formal teaching qualifications/quality assurance, to encourage, establish and maintain standards of outdoor learning experiences’
Outcomes and Action Points to be confirmed and circulated by Ed Scotland.
Specific points clarified by Ed Scotland staff on 23 August:

· Learning for Sustainability (including Outdoor Learning) does feature in the new 3 year Education Scotland strategy/corporate plan, to be launched in September at the Scottish Learning Festival.

· Ian Menzies is the lead SEO for Learning for Sustainability, and spoke of ‘2 years to make it real’. Ed Scotland is looking for quick wins, and is open to feedback (from RWL and individual organisations).

· A Curriculum for Excellence briefing on Outdoor Learning/Taking Learning Outdoors was proposed.

Actions for Real World Learning
· Continue dialogue with Ed Scotland contacts, via Fiona Cruickshanks, Suzanne Hargreaves, Ian Menzies and Graham Norris. Acknowledge inclusion of OL within Ed Scotland plans (RB). Invite Fiona to next RWL meeting. (AM)
· Request feedback from Ed Scotland on SEO responses to the meeting, and gauge Ed Scotland views on ‘next steps’. (RB)

· Offer to create an ‘induction/awareness’ programme for SEOs to share the OL good practice that RWL partners are involved in delivering, with the aim of highlighting the richness, diversity and direct curriculum benefits of OL in practice. (tbc)
· Ask Ed Scotland to compile list of current good practice in OL that they are currently aware of under each SEO area and send to RWL. We will offer to review and add good practice examples / resources that we are aware of that they would find helpful.
· Encourage OL to have prominence in inspection protocols (possibly including a revised self-evaluation tool from ‘CfE through OL’). (tbc)

· Respond to Learning for Sustainability Recommendations – both as RWL, and as individual organisations if appropriate. Respond to  Ian.Menzies@educationscotland.gov.uk (Ian.Menzies@educationscotland.gov.uk). (RB, all RWL)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/curriculum/ACE/OnePlanetSchools/GovernmentResponse 

· Request a 1 year review meeting (similar to 23 Aug meeting) to assess progress in relation to Ed Scotland corporate plan, SEO progress on supporting OL, Learning for Sustainability implementation, and GTCS Professional Standards developments. (RB)

· Contribute to a CfE briefing on Taking Learning Outdoors. 
In addition,
· Partners are encouraged to continue to make explicit links to the Standards and Professional Learning framework. (example of paper produced by John Muir Award for dialogue with teachers/educators: http://www.jmt.org/assets/john%20muir%20award/downloads/gtcs%20professional%20standards%20and%20the%20john%20muir%20award-final.pdf


	UN University Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development

	This has been named Learning for Sustainability Scotland, and will be officially launched at a conference on 19 November. Rebekah Stackhouse is on the steering group.

Concern was noted by RB that the name ‘Learning for Sustainability Scotland’ may cause confusion in relation to the One Planet Schools Working Group Report ‘Learning for Sustainability’.
Rebekah will be able to keep RWL informed of developments.


	Updates, Other items

	The Wild Network
The film Project Wild Thing will get a UK-wide release on Oct 25th. Rebekah and Rob to discuss involvement in a Scottish launch, and potential to show film to politicians/educators. See http://www.projectwildthing.com for trailer and info.
Play Strategy for Scotland - first part published in June as a ‘vision’, Part 2 Action Plan will be officially launched in October.
Grounds for Learning Thanks and a fond farewell to Alastair Seaman, his contributions to the network have been appreciated by all. And congratulations to Alison Motion who will be taking over the reins from Alastair.
RSPB Measurement tool www.rspb.org.uk/getoutdoors - Research report will be launched in October. The RSPB ‘Big Wild Sleepout’ will now be held every August, and has a Mission:Explore resource to support it.
John Muir Award Gatherings – Celebrate John Muir These annual regional events give the chance to network, share good practice, and explore new ways of getting involved in the Award. This year’s theme is 'Celebrating John Muir in the 21st century'. All welcome – contact kim@johnmuiraward.org 
6 Sept, Town House, Dunbar, East Lothian
27 Sept, Boat of Garten, Cairngorms
Common Cause for Nature

Thirteen UK conservation organisations (including the John Muir Award on behalf of the John Muir Trust) commissioned this report in 2012. Led by PIRC, original linguistic analysis was carried out on six months’ worth of external communications by academics at Lancaster and Essex Universities. Through this analysis, Common Cause for Nature explores the values the sector promotes in its communications, campaigns and other activities. By learning from what works, and reforming what does not, the sector can ensure the work it carries out cultivates the values that inspire action.  http://valuesandframes.org/initiative/nature 



	Chair - Real World Learning Network

Alison Motion has agreed to take on the role of Chair – welcome and thanks from all! Support in the role will be provided! Thanks noted to Rob for chairing for past 2 years.
Next meeting – January; date & venue tbc by Doodle


