Real World Learning Partnership Scotland 

Thursday 28th August  2014

Field Studies Council, Millport KA280EG 

Thanks to Daniel for hosting
Minutes

Attending: Alison Motion  GfL, Toby Clark JMT, Jamie Miller SOEC, Katrina Barclay – RHET, Daniel Moncrieffe - FSC, Juliet Robertson – Creative Star (freelance), Marguerite Hunter-Blair -Play Scotland,  Willie White- East Ayrshire Council. Julie Wilson – KSB, Alison Cush, LLTNP, Jennie Adams, TCV, 
 Apologies:  , Sally York – Forestry Commission, Donald Gray – University of Aberdeen, Brian Morrell – WWT, 
Dumfries Rebekah Stackhouse – RSPB, Joyce Gilbert and Rachel Hay - Royal Geographical Soc, Rob Bushby, JMT, Andrew Fairbairn, Woodland Trust, Sam Harrison, Open Ground, Penny Martin 

1. Matters Arising – 

· Clarification of the NIGOL attendance had been requested. Rob Bushby will attend on behalf of the RWLP. If he cannot attend, Alison Motion will attend on RWLP’s behalf.
· No MSPs will attend the GTCS Outdoor Learning Professional Accreditation celebration on the 3rd September as the MSPs are in purdah leading up to the Referendum.
2. Discussion on developments in relation to Outdoor Learning –

a) Scottish Parliament Education & Culture Committee : feedback from the letter to Mike Russell MSP (response from Muriel Mackenzie – Policy Manager, Curriculum Unit). Alison had received a letter from Muriel outlining their response. Summarised:
· To invite a rep from RWLP on to the National Implementation Group for Outdoor Learning (NIGOL)– already actioned
· To link up SEOs with partner organisations – details to follow in this minute
· To re-iterate the invitation to input into the CfE briefing paper planned for the summer via Fiona Cruickshanks – already actioned
· Resources – new Youth Work Strategy was launched on 3 April 2014. The main funding for Third sector delivering for children and young people is via strategic funding partnership funding and the Third Sector Early Intervention Fund, with a combined total of £30 million over 2013-14 and 2014-15. A decision on arrangements for funding for 2015-16 will be made by the summer. Scottish Government also supports YouthLink as the National Youth Work organisation in Scotland to deliver on a range of activities supporting the sector and the delivery of youth work.

· Muriel concluded by thanking us for our efforts and looked forward to working with the RWLP to take forward the recommendations in the Learning for Sustainability report, and to welcome contributions from the group for the upcoming conversation days. (May and June 2014)

b) Updates from Education Scotland – Fiona Cruickshanks FULL report is attached. Summary for key points as follows:
*
CfE OL briefing update – originally proposed for June. Alison had been referred to Graeme Norris, Education Scotland regarding this issue. 

There will be NO further CfE briefing papers in the previous style. The previous briefing papers were technical papers, and for the implementation phase of CfE. Now we are moving into the embedding phase of CfE and they are to be skills publications about the promotion of greater learning and as discussion docs. The series will be called “Great Learning in Scotland”. This will be the first of these and will probably be entitled “Opening up Great Learning” or similar. 
Fiona thanked everyone for their comments regarding the OL briefing paper, as this had helped inform the thinking in the new document. This first of the new series should be published probably in the autumn, but definitely before Christmas.
*
 Progress of LfS and context of OL in relation to this.  Education Scotland are keen to utilise the terminology of the LfS for outdoor learning. Alison commented to Graeme Norris that teachers and the outdoor learning community generally understand the thinking behind the term outdoor learning, but that teachers in particular are far from embracing the LfS terminology with reference to OL. 

Education Scotland saw this next phase as development of teacher’s understanding of LfS particularly now that it was part of the professional recognition through GTCS.  
It was suggested that we take back to NIGOL the question “Can teachers deliver Learning for Sustainability without an Outdoor Learning approach?”

*
 SEO initiative – An outline of the timescales is contained within Fiona’s email (attached)
Current agreed partnerships:

	Senior Education Officer
	Link organisation



	Alison Drever (Primary)
	Creative Star Learning (Juliet Robertson)



	Joe Walker (RME & Philosophy)
	John Muir Trust


	David Gregory (Secondary)
	Skillforce



	Lynne Robertson (Social Studies)
	Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park 



	Ron Cowie (Expressive Arts & Creativity)
	Grounds for Learning



	Louise Glen (Literacy & Languages)
	Crofting Connections



	Ian Menzies (Sciences / Learning for Sustainability)
	Open Ground 



	Carol Copstick (Mathematics & Numeracy)
	Royal Highland Education Trust (RHET)



	David Watt (Families, Inclusion & Local Authorities)
	Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park



	Sian Neil (Early Years)
	Play Scotland / The PEEK Project*



	Jackie Halawi (Community Learning Development)
	Royal Scottish Geographical Society



	Maggie Fallon (Positive Behaviour)
	TBC*



	Suzanne Hargreaves (Health & Well-being)


	Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)


There was much discussion within the group of how people were paired up and how groups were chosen.  Willie White queried why no adventurous activities groups were featured.  Groups were invited to take part from an original email sent from Fiona to potentially interested groups. 
Action – AM to ask FC :

· How can those outside the initial pairings engage with the format if they wish to?

· How much can those who are paired share with RWLP?

· How will updates on what is done be shared in terms of transparency and future outcomes? The group discussed the opportunity for an update to be provided for the March National Network for OL meeting (NNOL)
Other information from FC: 

· National Network for Outdoor Learning dates have been set for future meetings 9th December 2014 and 24th March 2015. Further information on these days will be coming out shortly.
· 2nd-5th September 2014 - Outdoor Learning with the National Parks Senior Pupil  Residential, Lagganlia Outdoor Learning Centre

· 15th November 2014 - Supporting Outdoor Learning in Secondary Schools national event (location in the north to be confirmed)
· 7th March 2015 - Supporting Outdoor Learning in Early Years and Primary Schools national event (location to be confirmed)
· CLPL Outdoor Learning Menu In order to develop a consistent approach to training outdoor learning across all Local Authorities Education Scotland in conjunction with representatives from the Scottish Advisory Panel for Outdoor Education are developing a CLPL Outdoor Learning Menu which can be used in all authorities. This will be:

- a menu of introductory OL programmes to be delivered at Local Authority level via a ‘Train the Trainers’ model.

- 3 programmes to be designed (Early Years / Primary / Secondary)

*
One year on meeting – There is no anticipated meeting one year on. This conversation will be picked up by the National Network for Outdoor Learning (NNOL). Dates have been set for future meetings 9th December 2014 and 24th March 2015. The first of these will be about OL strategies across authorities , the second about partnership working across authorities.
c) NIGOL update – Rob Bushby (attendance May 2014) . Minutes attached for reference. NIGOL are asking how you/your organisation can contribute to achieving our vision for outdoor learning in Scotland (Ref point 3 in NIGOL minutes)
d) Action: RWLP should provide a strong collective response, in addition to how individual organisations respond. Responses to AM by end of September please.
e) Member views on conversation days held May/June. No minutes have currently been released for these meetings. There were high levels of discussion and many ideas which are yet to be released.
4.
Masterclass programmes in S3 – new general education. Has anyone been 
involved with these? AM posed this question, but to date no group had been 
involved.
5.
Learning for Sustainability Scotland updates  - As time was short, this update 
was to be circulated post meeting.
6.
Roundup from members

· FSC – redevelopment of site at Millport. 10 priorities for the future “Reaching in to the Outside” Site development has 3 more phases. They have had 10000 learners over 2.5 years, 3000+ this year alone. 
· SAPOE – Busy summer terms for teachers. New courses – intro to OL for EY/ Course directors course

· SOEC – busy summer season  with new bookings and new school groups
· Creative Star – Showcasing at SLF 3.15pm with Aberdeen City. Visiting Australia and going on tour! Have taken on a social media apprentice.
· Play Scotland- have been granted an extension year on third sector funding. High demand for training. Tim Gill has been looking at the impacts of play. RBA toolkits are being released, and there will be a “play strategy one year on” in December. 

· KSB  - One Planet Picnic flier circulated for all. Julie asked if everyone could register their picnic online. 2020 Climate group focussing on “Lighting Up Malawi”, a solar engagement project. EcoSchools review. 

· LLTNP – Environment and Forestry Directorate (ENFOR) outdor learning group have developed a one stop shop portal for resources, activities and grants. FEI is now called Outdoor and Woodland Learning.

· TCV – working with Girvan Academy. Doing more delivery and training, and are also working with children and families.

· RHET – Eat, Drink, Discover Scotland 12-14 September. 29 schools attending on the Friday , aimed at P6-S3. Fully booked Education Scotland teacher training seminar.

· GfL –Build completing for Y2 schools with Y3 just about to start in West Lothian and East Ayrshire. Over 90 teachers accredited in Outdoor Learning via GfL for professional recognition through GTCS

· JMT -  very busy and have been nominated for a Nature of Scotland Award. The Trus also referenced Audit Scotland Education Report (1st major report since new curriculum ) www.audit-scotland.gov.uk/work/all_national.php?year=2014 19.6.14
Well worth reading exec summary. Educational attainment is improving overall in Scotland , but there is a need to close the gap between the lowest and highest performing pupils.

7.
AOCB, 


Date of next meeting (Dec/Jan)  - doodle poll to follow


Venue – KSB, Glendevon House, Castle Business Park, Stirling FK9 4TZ
I’d really appreciate volunteers to be rolling minutes taker at the next meeting.

Also for next time, I’d suggest that members updates will be first on the agenda, as this tends to get squeezed out due to other discussions.
