The information below is based on my own opinions and experiences from within Glasgow, there is very little, if any research that I am aware of around the subjects requested.

 

1. Establish the context of what is happening to prevent kids getting these valuable experiences and why they are important.
Suggest table the question to SAPOE – SAPOE secretary: Ali.Dreyer@fife.gov.uk
2. This needs to take a national perspective (policy context – for example Curriculum for Excellence), LA cutbacks on provision, using alternative ‘forest experiences’.

Suggest table to the question to SAPOE– SAPOE secretary: Ali.Dreyer@fife.gov.uk
3.            What is happening specifically at Blairvadach.
All primary and secondary pupils from Glasgow are offered either a three or five day residential outdoor education experience which supports the four capacities (Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Effective Contributors, and Responsible Citizens) and the objectives within specific areas of the Curriculum for Excellence. This involves participating in a residential experience and a variety of challenging outdoor activities that are used as a vehicle to draw out the learning objectives that are specific to the individual and the school’s needs. A ‘Hill Walking’ day is usually part of this experience, the location is determined by the group’s ability. The hill walking day is considered to be one of the most educational experience on the program. The reasons behind this have not been measured but anecdotally can be linked to:

· The adventure the group undertakes – a wilderness experience.

· The full immersion of the instructor and group into the environment – without external distractions.

· The physical challenge and sense of accomplishment.

· The variety of environments which can be experienced and linked back to the curriculum

· The opportunities available in the activity to test and prove group dynamics.

However, there does appear to be a slight change in emphasis on the traditional hill walking day from a pure hill walking journey to reach the top to an environmental /bush craft / forest schools mix as part of a hill journey.  

4.            Who are the kids that are not getting the opportunities (inner city, urban, lower income groups) and what is the evidence for this?

The children Blairvadach delivers to are generally from inner-city primary, secondary and ASL schools. Our core work with Primary 7 children is quite often their first opportunity to leave the city,  for many children the hillwalking day will be their first and possibly last opportunity to experience Scotland’s hills and mountains.  As a local authority centre our inclusion policy ensures that the costs for pupils to attend are kept to a minimum and all schools places are heavily subsidised. If schools have individuals who cannot afford to attend there are a number of funding options open to them. It is very rare that children do not attend due to financial constraints. Annually we do fully fund 448 places to Glasgow schools which are ranked highest on the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD).  

5.            What alternatives do these kids have (scouts, parents, DofE) and why such kids may not be able to access these options.

I believe that that it would be logical to conclude that those who cannot attend a centre such as Blairvadach due to financial constraints would also find it difficult to access youth clubs and organisations offering similar outdoor educational experiences. Funding which makes experiences free to the end user is becoming increasingly scarce.

In Glasgow, those who cannot attend due to behavioural challenges may be able to access Glasgow’s social work outdoor education team who specialise in this type of work. However, their resources do not match the demand from across the city.

6.            Why outdoor centres are important – part of the pathway – how this fits into a bigger picture pathway?

Outdoor centres such as ours are important for the following reasons:

Financial – as stated we can facilitate heavily subsidised experiences to ensure inclusion.

Access – As we are part of Glasgow Education Services we link directly with the schools and work closely with the outdoor learning which is going on every day in every school. This access gives us the ability to have input to the progressive outdoor learning journey a young person undertakes from early years through to secondary education. 

Volume – working closely with the schools last year Blairvadach delivered an outdoor residential course to 2331 pupils – the vast majority of these courses will have included hill /mountain days. To put some perspective on this there are around 5000 P7s each year in Glasgow, Blairvadach caters for around 1800 of them, the rest either use outdoor centres or do not receive the opportunity of an outdoor experience. 

Quite often the outdoor centre is the first ‘outdoor’ experience a young person receives. As part of the education process we highlight pathways for individuals to continue with an activity they have particularly enjoyed. Examples include going to your local climbing wall to continue with your NICAS award or joining a local kayak/canoe club.
