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Education Scotland Update to SAPOE – 12th March 2014
Parts highlighted in green denote an accompanying document

Parts highlighted in blue denote action to be taken by SAPOE members 

1) Supporting Outdoor Learning in Secondary Schools - 1st March 2014, St Joseph’s Academy, Kilmarnock

· Thanks to Willie White for his assistance with this event.

· 20 workshops ran throughout the day (a description of the workshops and the event programme are provided as separate documents); 15 outdoor partners hosted stalls in the market place; approx. 70 delegates (mostly teachers) attended

· Feedback from the event was very positive – each delegate has been tasked with sharing their learning from the day with colleagues back in their establishment. Delegates will all be contacted in 5-6 months’ time to see the impact this event has had on their practice / practice of colleagues.

· A Glow community has been set up to support this event. This on the new Glow which has a more ‘Facebook’ format. Workshop materials, policy documents and links to partner organisations are all accessible through this page. Community members can also engage in conversations through a news feed. The link to the page is: http://bit.ly/olstaff
· Non-teaching staff can get guest access to this page. Please contact Fiona Cruickshanks for further information.

2) National Implementation Group for Outdoor Learning (NIGOL)

· NIGOL had it first meeting of the revised membership on 23rd January 2014. Thanks to Jane Jackson for attending as the SAPOE representative (this will now be Willie White as the new Chair of SAPOE)

· The next meeting is scheduled for end of April / start of May (date to be confirmed)

· Minutes are provided in a separate document with information on the membership of the group and remit of the group.

· Since January’s meeting representatives from the youth sector and from the Real World Learning Partnership have been invited to join this group (names still to be confirmed)

3) National Network for Outdoor Learning (NNOL)
· NNOL is due to start up again in May. Further information on the proposed focus of the NNOL meetings is given in the NIGOL minutes from 23.01.14. 

· NIGOL will lead on the planning and delivery of these events. 
· An input on the content of these days is also welcomed from all members of SAPOE. 
· From the SAPOE meeting on the 12th March suggestions so far proposed are: A focus on the adventurous end of outdoor learning – particularly in the secondary schools; Inspections and OL; OL in whole school improvement plans.

4) CfE Briefing 

· Plan to produce a CfE briefing on OL by June 2014.
· The briefing papers provide advice for practitioners and can also be used to inform partners, learners and their parents or carers of developments in Curriculum for Excellence (CfE).
· There is discussion at the moment as to the form this briefing will take – options being considered: a briefing discretely on OL or a series of Learning for Sustainability briefings of which one focuses on LfS and OL (e.g. another would focus on LfS and Global Citizenship).
· At the SAPOE meeting on 12th March the majority of members favoured a briefing discretely on OL – there was also quite high support for an OL briefing and a separate LfS & OL briefing to both be produced.
· An email will be sent out to SAPOE members asking for their comments as to what they would like to see included in an OL briefing. In the meantime a copy of the Sciences for all CfE Briefing is attached which will help members to familiarise themselves with the format of the briefing paper.
4) Senior Education Officers (SEOs) day – 28th April 2014
· All SEOs will be taking part in this day which will have a focus on OL. 
· The day will take place off-site (venue TBC) 

· The programme for this day is still being finalised but will involve planning for the SEOs to link with a school / partner organisation.

5) International Conference Embedding Health and Wellbeing across Learning - Glasgow, 3rd-5th June 2014
· The delegates will included international visitors and strategic leads in education and health from across Scotland. 

· As part of this event the plan is to showcase Health & Wellbeing across learning in a range of schools from different sectors from Local Authorities near to and including Glasgow. Small parties of delegates will visit 2 establishments in a day.
· Some schools are currently being considered but suggestions would be welcome of schools in or close to Glasgow where exemplary Outdoor Learning approaches are being used. 

7) EVC (Scotland) Training – funding
· Education Scotland is pleased to have been able to provide funding in 2013/14 to help support the EVC (Scotland) training. 

· Future funding of this programme would be considered for 2014/15 but information would be required on the impact of the 2013/14 funding (taking into consideration the 3 aspects to be considered – improving learning & teaching, tackling of inequity and building confidence in the Scottish education system)

8) CLPL Menu 
· Education Scotland is pleased to have been able to provide funding to support development of a SAPOE working group to create a menu of CLPL opportunities.
· The purpose of this menu is to help develop confidence, capacity and consistency in the delivery of OL CLPL across local authorities by sharing the knowledge and expertise already in existence.

· The CLPL working group will meet 5 times between March and June. The first meeting is scheduled for 26th March.  
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