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Learning for Sustainability – the report of the One Planet Schools working group was published in December 2012 and set an ambitious agenda to embed Learning for Sustainability in every school in an approach that encompasses learning and teaching, professional development, leadership, ethos, buildings and grounds.  

Learning for Sustainability encompasses global citizenship, outdoor learning, sustainable development education, and children’s rights.  The One Planet Schools Working Group agreed that Learning for Sustainability is best taken forward by:

A whole school approach that enables the school, and its wider community to build the values, attitudes, knowledge, skills and confidence to develop practices and take decisions which are compatible with a sustainable and equitable society.
Education Scotland has continued to promote and support the learning for sustainability agenda in a number of ways.The progress that has been made since the publication of the report has built on the significant programme of work and activity that was already in place. This includes:
Partnership working with education authorities – in 2011/12, twenty-three education authorities, and over 50 initiatives, received financial support through Education Scotland’s Peer Support and Collaboration Programme. A further eight education authorities received funding in 2012/13. The aim of the programme was to help education authorities develop strategic approaches to global citizenship, sustainability and outdoor learning with a strong focus on leadership development and building of capacity. A range of initiatives were supported from action on improving the energy efficiency of school estates, to collaborative activities across clusters, regional showcase events and support for the development of peer support and networking activities. Education Scotland has also continued to support sharing and networking amongst local authorities coordinators with remits relating to the Learning for Sustainability agenda.
Support for outdoor learning – Education Scotland has continued to support an extensive range of activities to promote outdoor learning as an approach to learning within Curriculum for Excellence. This has included many events and initiatives to support outdoor learning within Scotland’s National Parks. The 3-18 Places Project is just one of many initiatives that has been supported. Participating schools, from a range of local authorities, have been encouraged to use a collaborative action-learning project structure to develop practice in outdoor learning across their school clusters or learning communities. As part of the project, each cluster was invited to identify an off-site area (woodlands, parks, waterways or natural greenspace) and collaboratively develop practice in outdoor learning in relation to one curriculum area. 
Career-long professional learning – Education Scotland staff have delivered many professional learning sessions and events across Scotland to support global citizenship, outdoor learning, children’s rights, sustainable development education and international education. These have included a significant presence at Scottish Learning Festivals, showcase events, national and regional conferences, twilight sessions, Glow meets and communities, international study visits and a programme of school open day events. In addition, Education Scotland has also led national programmes to embed global citizenship and sustainability in learning and teaching relating to the London 2012 Olympics and the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games. 
Partnership working – Education Scotland has also worked extensively with many partner organisations to support the development of initiatives and activities that support the learning for sustainability agenda. The Citizen Science pilot project, for instance has involved collaboration with the Scottish Government, the Conservation Volunteers, Forestry Commission, John Muir Award, Duke of Edinburgh Award, Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), Met Office and Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA). The initial pilot is now being extended to other education authorities. Similar collaboration has also taken place to support initiatives relating to children’s rights, games legacy, community learning and development, outdoor learning and play and international education and global citizenship.
Promotion and communication – Education Scotland has raised the profile of global citizenship, sustainability and outdoor learning through a focused communication strategy. This included:

· A monthly e-bulletin to over 2000 contacts 
· 521 posts on our global citizenship blog 
· 10,000 copies of our global citizenship planning calendar sent to schools annually
· Distribution of 20,000 copies of the Developing Global Citizens within Curriculum for Excellence guidance document 

· A suite of websites including Education Scotland Online, Weather and Climate Change, Exploring Climate Change and Schools Global Footprint. Typical monthly web and blog stats
 – approx. 8400 unique visitors, 22,300 page views.
· Further profile was given to global citizenship and sustainable schools through the annual Scottish Education Awards.
Progress made since launch 
Following publication of the Scottish Government response to the Learning for Sustainability report, Education Scotland, in partnership with other agencies and organisations, has sought to make progress against many of the recommendations in the report. This is in advance of the Learning for Sustainability Implementation Group (Recommendation 5.2) being established in early 2014 to drive the agenda forward.  
The main areas of activity this year have included:

National launch – Education Scotland organised three regional events in March 2013 to launch the Learning for Sustainability report. These took place at Murrayfield Stadium (13th March), Drumossie Hotel, Inverness (18th March) and Hampden Stadium in Glasgow (20th March). Dr Alastair Allan, Minister for Learning, Sciences and Scotland’s Languages launched the report formerly at the Murrayfield event. Each event was attended by approximately 150 delegates and showcased excellent practice from schools across Scotland through workshops and exhibits. There were over 15 exhibitors at each event. These events and the Learning for Sustainability report were promoted heavily to education authorities, school leaders and practitioners and also to Directors of Education through Education Scotland’s Area Lead Officer Network.
Education Scotland Corporate Plan – Commitments to support whole school approaches to global citizenship, sustainability and outdoor learning and now embedded in Education Scotland’s three-year corporate workplan under Strategic Objective 1 (p45) and Strategic Objective 2 (p47). Discussions are now taking place internally as part of our corporate business planning process to support learning for sustainability in 2014 and beyond to deliver on this commitment and ensure that activities are coordinated across Education Scotland and with the rest of the Scottish Government.
Specific progress against the recommendations 
1 All learners should have an entitlement to learning for sustainability

1.1 As part of this entitlement, outdoor learning should be a regular, progressive curriculum-led experience for all learners.
· Support for outdoor learning has continued with many events and networking activities taking place throughout 2013. 
· A group of Senior Education Officers (SEOs) has now been appointed within Education Scotland for each curriculum area and sector. Each has collective responsibility for outdoor learning and learning for sustainability. SEOs met with representatives of the outdoor learning network on 23rd August for initial discussions.

· Adventures in Improvised Living event was held on the 14th March 2013 at Crieff Hydro, Perthshire. The purpose of the event was to build capacity of practitioners and provide practical help and guidance in creative curriculum making in relation to adventurous approaches to learning outdoors.
· An open day event at Wallacehall Academy, in Dumfries and Galloway was funded by Education Scotland and took place on 13th June 2013. This showcased their Queensberry Initiative – an innovative approach to outdoor learning. 
· Funding has been made available to education authorities within the National Parks to support outdoor learning.

· Inspiring landscapes, Inspiring Learning event held 17th - 22th September 2013 at Dounan’s Outdoor Centre in Aberfoyle. Run in partnership with National Parks, SNH and Forestry Commission Scotland. 
· Adventurous Learning Outdoors – Education Scotland is helping to coordinate an ongoing programme of events running from 7th November 2013 through to March 2014 involving residential experiences and follow-through events.

· Education Scotland contributed to Play Strategy for Scotland: Our Action Plan (published Oct 2013).
· Future plans to promote outdoor learning include: ongoing programme of activities to promote the Green Gym (April 2014 onwards), Outdoor Learning in Secondary Schools event in March 2014 and outdoor learning event with Islay and Jura cluster schools in March 2014.
· An outdoor learning Glow blog has been established to which teachers can upload their own case studies of outdoor learning approaches being used. 
· Getting out there: Scottish Framework for Safe Practice in Off-site Visits (2013) published through partnership involving Education Scotland, Scottish Advisory Panel for Outdoor Education (SAPOE), Scottish Government, Association of Directors of Education Scotland (ADES) and the Health and Safety Executive (HSE).
1.2 As part of this entitlement, learners should have opportunities within their curricular experiences to engage with democratic processes and to connect and contribute to their communities, locally, nationally and internationally, as active global citizens.

· CfE briefing: Political literacy published by Education Scotland Aug 2013.
· ES continues to enhance its Political literacy online resource to support school engagement with the Independence Referendum

· ES also works to promote the European dimension of democratic citizenship, such as the European Parliament elections due in May 2014
· Recognising and realising children’s rights resource published by Education Scotland Sept 13.
· Game ON Scotland website launched to support learning and teaching in relation to the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games and includes resources on global citizenship and sustainability. 
· Children’s rights agenda is core business of Rights Support and Wellbeing team and other teams across Education Scotland. A national professional learning programme is in place to engage education authorities in supporting this agenda. This includes the Supporting Learning through Children’s Rights and Wellbeing conference on Tuesday 25 March which will be attended by Dr Alasdair Allan, Minister for Learning Sciences and Scotland’s Languages.
· Draft youth work strategy developed in partnership with Scottish Government and YouthLink Scotland.
· CfE briefing: Learning for Sustainability is planned for publication in 2014.
1.3 As part of this entitlement, learners should have active curricular learning experiences that develop their understanding of the inter-relationship of environment, society, economy and inequity, of the ecological limits to development and the interdependence of ecological and human wellbeing.

· Education Scotland has been working closely in partnership with SEPA and the Scottish Environment Website (SEWeb) management board to support the development of this new resource. A consultation event was held with practitioners on 30th Jan 2013 and Glow meet on 6 Nov 2013.
· Citizen Science pilot now into its third year and is being extended to over 15 education authorities nationally.  
· John Muir celebrations taking place in 2014. Education Scotland staff contributing to new graphic novel to celebrate his life and achievements.
· United National Decade of Education for Sustainable Development Community Learning and Development Group continue to take forward community aspects of learning for sustainability agenda and will now become a task group of the Un Regional Centre of Expertise, Learning for Sustainability Scotland.
· Education Scotland currently working on new environmental conservation website to be launched in 2014. This will incorporate learning and teaching resources about the Giant Pandas in Edinburgh Zoo. 
1.4 The Scottish Government and Education Scotland should put in place mechanisms to determine how well the learning for sustainability entitlement of learners is being met.

· See 5.5.
· Evidence will also continue to be gathered through the ongoing inspection process.
· Education Scotland will contribute to the evaluation and monitoring processes that will be established by the Implementation Group.
2 In line with the new GTCS Professional Standards, every practitioner, school and education leader should demonstrate learning for sustainability in their practice.

2.1 Education Scotland, in partnership with key stakeholders, should continue to develop a coordinated national strategy for professional learning and peer collaboration relating to learning for sustainability and accomplished teaching.

· Education Scotland hosted an education authority global citizenship network event on 21th Nov 13. Delegates were consulted about this recommendation (2.1) and how best to take it forward. A follow-through sharing good practice event is being planned for spring 2014. 
· Education Scotland is currently leading discussions with education authorities to agree local partnership agreements. Opportunities will be explored to include learning for sustainability within these agreements to support strategic initiatives at authority level. 
· A Learning for Sustainability workshop was delivered jointly by Education Scotland and Learning for Sustainability Scotland at the Career-Long Professional Learning Network event on 14th Nov 2013 in Edinburgh.

2.2 Learning for sustainability should be included in the self-evaluation of all practitioners, school and education leaders through the Professional Development and Review (PDR) process.  

· Education Scotland is scoping the possibility of developing case study material to illustrate how learning for sustainability can be included in the self-evaluation and PRD process.
· The CLD Standards Council i-develop website will include learning for sustainability in their online resources 
2.3 Under National Partnership Group Proposal 9, Education Scotland should include learning for sustainability in the online resources produced to support effective PDR.

· See 2.2 
2.4 In line with the new GTCS Professional Standards, learning for sustainability is a core responsibility of every teacher educator and a programme of professional learning and peer collaboration relating to learning for sustainability for teacher education should be established.

· See 2.1 

· Opportunities for further developing online professional learning communities will be considered within new Glow platform (Spring 2014)
· Opportunities to include learning for sustainability case study material on the new professional learning online resource will be scoped as work develops.
2.5 Learning for sustainability should be embedded in the GTCS’s frameworks and procedures for programme validation and revalidation.
3 Every school should have a whole school approach to learning for sustainability that is robust, demonstrable, evaluated and supported by leadership at all levels.

3.1 Education Scotland, in partnership with stakeholders and other education bodies, should develop resources, guidance and support for schools, and those that support them, to enable schools to develop a whole school approach and self-evaluate the progress they are making towards implementing this approach. See also 5.4 

· See 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.4
3.2 A national strategy should be developed to build the capacity of school leaders in establishing and sustaining a whole school approach to learning for sustainability. See also 5.8 

· Presentation on learning for sustainability will be included in the Flexible Route to Headship programme on the 26th February 2014 and to FRH cohort 8 in May 2014. This programme involves 13 education authorities and is built around Standard for Headship. 
· Framework for educational leadership – opportunities to include exemplification and case study material in this programme is also being scoped.
3.3 Scottish Government, ADES and CoSLA should encourage local authorities to maintain high expectations in relation to learning for sustainability and the adoption of a whole school approach.

· See 2.1

· Education Scotland will continue to encourage and support local authorities to take forward appropriate activities and strategies. This will be done through Education Scotland’s Area Lead Officer Network and through ongoing dialogue and partnership working with local authority QIOs and coordinators.
4 All school buildings, grounds and policies should support learning for sustainability

4.1 Every learner should have the opportunity for contact with nature in their school grounds on a daily basis and throughout the seasons through the provision of thoughtfully developed green space for outdoor learning and play.

· Education Scotland contributed to the Play Strategy for Scotland: Our Action Plan (published Oct 2013).

· Outdoor learning and play mentioned in Education Scotland Corporate plan and encouraged through numerous online resources on Education Scotland’s website and through a blended professional learning programme.

4.2 The Scottish Government should develop a framework to ensure that local authority school estate management proactively develops campuses that support learning for sustainability.  
· Education Scotland has continued to host the Schools Global Footprint website which provides schools with an interactive online calculator to help them reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and ecological footprint.
4.3 Scottish Futures Trust (SFT) release of Scottish Government funding for new schools should be conditional on submission of a strategic design brief that meets the guiding principles of Building Better Schools.

4.4 The principles outlined in any users’ guides for the sustainability labelling scheme should be adopted for existing school estates.

4.5 The Scottish Government should commission a study to identify Public Private Partnership (PPP) schools that have been able to significantly develop their campuses to support learning for sustainability and to identify principles that would support the process of change in other PPP schools.
5 A strategic national approach to supporting learning for sustainability should be established

5.1 The Scottish Government should ensure a coherent approach across Directorates in relation to learning for sustainability.

5.2 The Scottish Government should convene a National Implementation Group to drive forward the recommendations of this report, to encourage research on the relationship between learning for sustainability and key educational performance indicators, and to monitor and evaluate progress and impact.

· The first meeting of this group will be on 25 Feb 2014.
5.3 Education Scotland and the Scottish Qualifications Authority should identify learning for sustainability as a key organisational priority which is reflected in their corporate strategies and work plans.
· Commitments to support whole school approaches to global citizenship, sustainability and outdoor learning and now embedded in Education Scotland’s three-year Corporate Workplan. 
5.4 Education Scotland, through the inspection process and other functions, should further encourage a whole school approach to learning for sustainability.

· All HMI colleagues within Education Scotland have been informed about the Learning for Sustainability report. The importance of this agenda was highlighted. Inspectors regularly discuss, evaluate and record evidence about all aspects of learning for sustainability. Outdoor learning, global citizenship and environmental education are frequently mentioned in letters to parents, published following inspections.
· Further professional learning event for HMI is planned for June 2014.
· Outdoor learning and sustainability were featured in Sciences 3-18 Curriculum Impact Report (published Sept 2012 and updated October 2013). Related issues were also featured in the Social Studies 3-18 Curriculum Impact Report and Health and Wellbeing 3-18 Curriculum Impact Report.
· Discussions will continue in relation to further opportunities for encouraging learning for sustainability through the inspection process and other evaluative and improvement activities. 
· ‘Outdoor Learning in the Secondary sector’ National Event has been organised at St Joseph’s HS, Kilmarnock on Saturday 1 March as a response to an area of development identified in the HWB Curriculum Impact Report: more opportunities for OL in the secondary sector should not rely on one passionate individual to make it happen.
5.5 Education Scotland should consider undertaking an aspect review on learning for sustainability.

· Education Scotland has agreed in principle to consider undertaking a 3-18 aspect review on learning for sustainability. The timing and scoping for this work is underway.
5.6 The Scottish Qualifications Authority should further embed learning for sustainability within the new qualifications.

5.7 Learning for sustainability should be identified as a key priority for professional learning by the Teaching Scotland’s Future National Implementation Board.

5.8 The College for Educational Leadership should identify learning for sustainability as a key organisational priority.

· Learning for sustainability has been embedded as a guiding principle for the Scottish College of Educational Leadership. Discussions are taking place to explore opportunities for embedding relevant resources and activities.
5.9 
The National Implementation Group should seek to work closely with the UN University accredited Scottish ‘Regional Centre of Expertise in Education for Sustainable Development’ on research and innovation.
· Small Steps - Big Changes? seminar is being organised by Education Scotland and Learning for Sustainability Scotland as part of the work of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development Community Learning and Development Working Group. The event will take place 27th February 2014.
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