RWLP Meeting

03 April 2014 – RSPB Scotland HQ

In attendance: Alison Motion, Sally York, Elana Bader, Sara Smith, Julie Wilson, Rachel Summers (for Daniel Moncrieff), Rob Bushby, Toby Clark.
Apologies: Sam Harrison, Penny Martin, Cherie Morgan, Donald Gray, Willie Whyte, Andrew Fairbairn, Joyce Gilbert, Juliet Robertson, Daniel Moncrieff, Rebekah Stackhouse, Julia Harrison.

Scottish Parliament Education & Culture Committee:

AM: Holding letter received 12 March 2014 in response to RWLP letter to Mike Russell, which asked for clarification on a number of areas, yet nothing further received. It is likely – given that a response will go via Education Scotland – that it will likely take another month until a response is generated.
The letter from Mike Russell to the Committee was not a direct response to the RWLP letter, and it was felt that most of the questions that the RWLP originally asked remained unanswered. Only the Strategic Partnership Fund was mentioned.

JW highlighted that she had recently been advised that  ScotGov’s view is that the term ‘Outdoor Learning’ was a strong element in the development of Curriculum for Excellence, and that it is important that the importance of language and use of “CfE” is acknowledged.

RB and TC from JMA had a meeting with Liz Smith MSP in February 2014 (in JMT capacity). She appeared to contradict some of the content from Mike Russell’s letter to the Committee. She agreed that a coherent strategy on Outdoor Learning is still needed, and is keen to ensure a further evidence session to cover key elements, report on progress, and follow up on the last Parliamentary Session which did not clarify the confusion surrounding the definition of Outdoor Learning and Outdoor Education. As such she asked JMT for recommendations for a potential panel; JMT have not yet supplied any suggestions as awaiting response from Mike Russell.
Liz is keen to understand more about the barriers, support in addressing Health & Safety issues, teacher support, Local Authority involvement and other concerns.
RB & TC shared the RWLP letter to Mike Russell, and Liz Smith highlighted she hadn’t heard about the Learning for Sustainability recommendations. This was concerning as Liz Smith is on the Committee.  There had also not been a mention of it during the Parliamentary Session. It appears there is a gap in how Education Scotland is informing people about information (e.g. LfS recommendations).
JW asked whether the Committee process was the best way for Liz Smith to pursue a second evidence session. RB was unsure and would go back on an individual level to Liz to ascertain this.

SY suggested that Liz Smith be invited to the upcoming GTCS Celebration of Outdoor Learning (15 May 2014 at GTCS HQ, Clerwood House) to meet teachers face-to-face. This was deemed a good idea to action, and it was further suggested that Alison Johnstone MSP (Greens) also receive an invitation. ACTION: AM to follow this up with GTCS
Updates from Education Scotland – Fiona Cruickshanks report (by email – see attached)
Fiona sent the following to AM:

1. Supporting Outdoor Learning in Secondary Schools day (01 March)

a. GLOW community page

b. Outline available (see attached)

2. Sciences for All (CfE briefing paper)
a. See attached

3. Minutes of first meeting of National Implementation Group (NIGOL) (23 January).
a. AM to distribute minutes of last meeting.

b. JW highlighted that like the previous group OLSAG, the NIGOL’s purpose was also to advise Fiona in her role and to help to identify national priorities etc.

c. Next meeting on 08 May, AM invited to attend. AM asked what thoughts of the RWLP were in terms of managing the membership of the group (four meetings per year, usually themed and with an external speaker). RB indicated that whilst spreading the load around a revolving group of attendees is good, it was his perspective that continued involvement would be more fruitful. RB was interested to attend particularly as continuity is important. This was agreed by the attendees to be a suitable arrangement for the first meeting at least. AM also indicated that she could attend future meetings as necessary.
National Network for Outdoor Learning (NNOL)

· attended by SAPOE reps, LA reps etc.

· Outdoor Learning strategies focused (eg CLPL, supporting future connections, funding etc). 

· Fiona has asked for input on meetings (eg to present). These start in May 2014 – get in touch with Fiona directly if you are interested.

Curriculum for Excellence briefing paper to be published by June 2014. It is unclear whether it is an Outdoor Learning briefing or LfS briefings. RWLP thoughts will be sought by Fiona at a later date. SY would like to see clarity on the term ‘Learning for Sustainability’ and its relationship and connectivity to Outdoor Learning in the LfS report, and linked to the values mentioned in teacher registration. 

RB asked if we could consider looking at it the other way, with Outdoor Learning as the focus or banner, and LfS fits into it as part of CfE. It was felt that RWLP needed to clarify our unified position and that this was the preferred approach, in our individual feedback to Fiona on this matter. 

RB further mentioned a Resource Guide to Outdoor Learning that JMT published (available online http://www.jmt.org/assets/john%20muir%20award/downloads/resourceguideoutdoorlearning.pdf  & in Spring 2014 Newsletter). It provides an overview of and clarity on what Outdoor Learning is, and JMT is happy for this to be used as a reference.

Scottish Education Officer Outdoor Learning Day to take place on 28 April (off-site). The programme and venue are TBD. Fiona Cruickshanks is running it with Jane Jackson.

International Conference on Health & Wellbeing is taking place in Glasgow on 2-5 June, and is asking for examples of Outdoor Learning in schools.

CLPL menu is being developed, with five areas to be selected for the Education Scotland website. Local Authority reps are to be upskilled (Training for Trainers) to deliver the training and inspire confidence, capacity and consistency.
Upcoming research includes Teaching, Learning and Play in Outdoor Settings.

Progress on Actions for RWL (from January meeting)

No word yet on 1 Year review meeting (similar to 23 August 2013). There is hope for the same scale as last year, and JW highlighted the need for more of a match between SEO’s and HMIE inspectors particularly as there is no direct mention of the inspectorate in the LfS recommendations.
SY asked if we can ask for a stronger HMIE presence to clarify their role. JW suggested asking for this through the National Implementation Group. RB will therefore ask this at the next meeting (milestones, progress & gaps).

Learning for Sustainability Progress Report

It was felt that the progress report was largely a list of things going on but was disparate and didn’t make the connections (e.g. AM highlighted that the issue of school buildings are far off the mark as missing any mention of the outdoor space). AM further highlighted that Section 4.1 Contact with Nature makes no links to Outdoor Learning outwith Education Scotland, and feels that this was a missed opportunity.
JW mentioned that there was nobody representing Outdoor Learning or the Third Sector on the LfS Implementation Group, and this weakened it in terms of Outdoor Learning perspective. There is also no NIGOL representative on the Implementation Group. 
RB added that it doesn’t address how we fit into it or how we contribute to it.

JW shared that the reasons she was given as to why there is no Third Sector representative on the LfS Implementation Group were:

1. Members chosen because they appear as a named body in the actual recommendations  

2. Scottish Government’s view is that the route they are choosing to deliver is via Education Scotland as the main conduit. Education Scotland is expected to engage and follow up on these issues (e.g. through NIGOL, NNOL).

JW added that there appears to be an idea that some Outdoor Learning work would become task groups of LfSS (e.g. as CLD currently is). There has been no discussion among RWLP about becoming a task group. 

Forest Education Initiative
SY highlighted that, along with lots of changes in the teaching world, there are also lots of changes in FCS/FEI. After 22 years of existence, the FEI is no longer an ‘initiative’ group. Also, the ENFOR (Environment & Forestry directorates) are being encouraged to work more closely together, get involved in learning and to work smarter, eg by chairing meetings, combining events (eg ranger training for Loch Lomond & Cairngorms).
As such FCS is developing an online search portal/engine which will host all ENFOR education/learning resources, as a sort of “Outdoor Learning Network” (name TBC). This will help to bring all resources together into one place.

The existing FEI network and local groups can be included under the “Outdoor Learning Network”, and be eligible to receive grant aiding. This will purely be related to Scotland and an outcome is to help get strategy down to implementation level. It is envisaged to get buy-in from the ENFOR organisations to help facilitate the network and broaden links.
One name under consideration is “Outdoor & Woodland Learning Network” (woodland included so that funding may still be received from FCS). The transition period will likely be one year.
RB added that some of the drivers of this change included that Wales has renamed to Outdoor Learning Wales (in Scotland this would be unlikely to work due to confusion already existing by Outdoor Learning), and that not naming the network “Outdoor Learning Scotland” will thus avoid the confusing situation à la LfSS/LfS. 

RB asked, if there was Outdoor Learning Scotland, what would it be and who would be in it? What would its function be? It might provide a banner under which to pull existing things together under one banner. It was commented that this would need to be separate from ScotGov and Education Scotland, as it means there would be no constraints, lobbying influence, and include representatives from the Third Sector.

SS mentioned that RHET is looking at the creation of the Countryside Classroom (UK wide) which is a similar portal in the works and includes FACE, RHET and other similar organisations.

TC also mentioned the existence of the Scotland Environment Web, and highlighted that it would be helpful to keep the network as broad as possible and not limited to just forests because there is such a range out there.

Children and Young People’s Bill (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/legislation) 
The Bill received Royal assent on 27 March 2014. It contains 18 sections, addressing areas including corporate parenting, named persons, school  closures, rights of the child, and funding for childcare. Scottish ministers are now charged with certain duties.
TC unpacked the bill and met with ScotGov. It was understood that “Getting it right for every child”(GIRFEC) continues. ScotGovs well-being indicators were mentioned (SHANARRI: Safe, Healthy, Achieving, Nurtured, Active, Respected, Responsible, Included) (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/gettingitright/background/wellbeing). 
Learning for Sustainability 
George Tarvit is the Keep Scotland Beautiful representative on the LfSS Steering Group. 

There were questions about the future of LfSS and whether it is doing what a UN RCE is intended to do:

· Where does LfSS go now?

· Who will find the funding to replace current staff?

· What is the RCE and what would it be expected to establish in Year 1?
RB noted that the LfS Implementation Group is completely separate to the remit of LfSS. Clarity between the two groups, and their remit and responsibilities are needed to be established. It was felt that both groups needed to be good at what they are meant to do. 

It was felt that RS could be asked to help things stay separate.

TC highlighted that it must be recognized that lots of change and implementation will take time. 

Roundup from Members

RSPB Scotland: 

· Project Wild Thing Screening (with Q&A with David Bond) happening on 10 May at Aberdeen May Festival (http://www.abdn.ac.uk/mayfestival).

· Scottish BirdFair happening again 10-11 May at Hopetoun House (http://scottishbirdfair.org.uk/). 
· Big Wild Sleepout happening for second year in week of 16 June 2014 (http://www.rspb.org.uk/thingstodo/sleepout/). 
Grounds for Learning:

· The Play Summit Glasgow will take place over the weekend before Easter 12-14 April (https://www.glasgow2014.com/feature/play-summit).  

· The Good School Playground Guide is now available, and hopes to help change the culture in schools (http://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/results.php?id=712). 
· AM met with Andy Simpson (Wild Network), who would be happy to come up to Scotland to give an update. 

· GfL/LTL are making a Basic Need film, which is being  voiceovered by David Attenborough. Release date yet to be agreed.
John Muir Trust:

· The graphic novel Earth-Planet, Universe, about John Muir, is now completed and will be distributed to every secondary school in Scotland. It is about John Muir, and isn’t just a ‘green story’. There is also an online quiz that relates to the story’s characters, a limited print run, an outline on the Scottish Book Trust website (incl. PDF downloads of the book, teachers notes, and the quiz). The official launch was on 03 April. http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning/teachers-librarians/teaching-resources-cpd/john-muir/ and https://www.jmt.org/news.asp?s=2&nid=JMT-N10910.  
· The Spring 2014 JMT newsletter featured 5 Ways to Wellbeing, following NHS guidance.

· Homecoming will launch the John Muir Way, which is accessible (low level paths) and across the heart of Central Scotland. This opens on 21 April.

· The John Muir Festival takes place between 17-26 April.

· The John Muir Conference takes place in May.

· The latest YouthLink Scotland newsletter (“The Link”) is an Outdoor Learning special edition (http://www.youthlinkscotland.org/Index.asp?MainID=14542). 
· There is a movement for the Greater London National Park, which aims to highlight the value of green places in urban spaces, and is being led by one of the Mission:Explore founders (http://www.greaterlondonnationalpark.org.uk/). 
· There will be further screenings of Project Wild Thing, including on the top of Ben Nevis.

Field Studies Council:

· Now have OPAL officer.
· Inherited Millport museum & aquarium, which will be the second FSC site in Scotland. FSC is now looking at opportunities to engage the public there, and will be trialing activities eg Rockshore Rambles.

Forestry Commission Scotland:

· Where is Forest Schools going? Teachers are wanting to upskill in outdoor learning, so dynamics are changing.

· New, inquiry-led resources have been published, including Wolf Brother’s Wildwoods, Tree Stories, and Trees and the Scottish Enlightenment (http://www.foresteducation.org/news/view/exciting_new_resources/). 
Royal Highland Education Trust:

· The Royal Highland Show is coming up on 19-22 June (http://royalhighlandshow.org/). 
· One project is working on keeping chickens in schools.

· Food & Farming Days: looking for people to help out.

Date of next meeting: late August – to be arranged around the hoped for “1 year on” with ES

