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The Adventures Activities Industry Advisory Committee (AAIAC)

Position Statement

About the AAIAC

The Adventure Activities Industry Advisory Committee [AAIAC] is representative of a wide range of stakeholders from the UK adventure activities sector. It works with the industry to identify, develop and disseminate good practice, and to advise Governments and agencies accordingly. The Committee consists of individuals with expertise, knowledge and experience of the adventure activities sector. AAIAC members are also understood as coming from broadly defined ‘constituencies’ with which that are expected to keep in touch, and whose concerns and interests they are expected to be aware. 

The AAIAC was originally established in 1996 by the Health & Safety Commission [HSC], as one of its standing Industry Advisory Committees, after the passing into law of The Activity Centres [Young Persons’ Safety] Act 1995. The Act introduced a statutory licensing regime for a defined range of activities when provided commercially for minors. That regime was, and is, operated on behalf of the Government by the Adventure Activities Licensing Authority [AALA]. The AAIAC has an observer from the AALA. The early years of the AAIAC’s work were therefore concerned primarily, but not exclusively, with issues concerned with licensing, and with the licensable range of activities, viz caving, climbing, trekking and watersports [defined more precisely in The Adventure Activities Licensing Regulations 1996].
The AAIAC is now a free-standing UK-wide body, with a wider remit, working closely with the Sport and Recreation Alliance and with SkillsActive.  The two bodies until recently jointly provided its Secretariat. Although ‘Health & Safety’ is a reserved matter under UK legislation [i.e. it is reserved to the UK Parliament in Westminster], the welfare and safety of children and young people when undertaking adventure activities [predominantly in a ‘Sport’ or ‘Education’ context] is a matter on which the four separate UK legislatures have independent authority, although they work closely together. Accordingly, the AAIAC has observers from the Health & Safety Executive [HSE], and from each of the four countries’ legislative executives.
AAIAC Purpose

“AAIAC’s role is to identify, coordinate, and where there is a need, develop and disseminate good practice, working with the UK adventurous activities sector, particularly in relation to matters of safety, safety accreditation and to advise accordingly.” 

· To be the committee responsible for the accreditation scheme Adventuremark for outdoor activities outside the scope of AALR 

· To promote a joined up approach , by acting as a representative committee for the whole of the UK and to answer to the industry
· To be the point of reference for those interested in all aspects of safety and risk-benefit within the outdoor sector 

· To continue to act as the “gateway” to the Learning Outside the Classroom quality badge for adventurous activities in the outdoor sector. 

AAIAC Membership

Members of AAIAC are required to:

· Contribute to AAIAC’s role in maintaining and improving health and safety standards in the industry, and advise on industry-wide safety issues and standards
· Advise on skill development and on the setting of competency standards, particularly in those instances where no relevant ‘National Governing Body’ exists 

· Provide advice on the details and implementation of the existing statutory licensing scheme for some adventure activities and any proposed new or non-statutory licensing or accreditation scheme. 

AAIAC members are expected to bring to bear on the work of the AAIAC their own experience, knowledge and judgement, but at the same time they are understood as coming from broadly defined “constituencies” with which they are expected to keep in touch, and of whose concerns and interests they are expected to be aware. 
AAIAC Projects

AAIAC has a number of projects that are deserving of attention, but the following are the current focus: 

· Working with stakeholders from across the sector to develop the capacity to collect lessons learned from industry ‘accidents, incidents, near misses’. 

· Acting as the broker between AALS, Adventuremark and NGB accreditation schemes to ensure consistence of standards and approach between licensed and non-licensed providers of adventure activities in the UK 

· Commissioning and publishing good practice guidance (such as an updated Ropes Course guidance) where the need is not already adequately met? 

Support Required
AAIAC needs the following support to continue its work:
· Meeting venues once, twice or even three times, a year for the committee to meet
· Committee member travel expenses, who may well be indirectly a representative of your sector of activity in the Outdoors
· Secretarial and administrative support through minute taking and the distribution of papers associated with committee meetings
· Funding for the publication of occasional good practice guidelines and papers produced by AAIAC
· Hosting or funding for the AAIAC web site and keeping its content up to date
AAIAC is a vital advisory and connecting organisation for the future well-being of the adventurous activities industry in the UK through the important work undertaken and that which it plans to do. AAIAC is seeking a commitment from industry ‘sponsors’ of circa £1,000 per annum in order to continue its work.
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